REPORT 


OF THE 


AUDITORS ON FINANCES, 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITT cE, 


TOWN OF ATKINSON, N. A, 


For the Year Ending March 1, 1878. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. | 


Tue Selectmen have charged themselves as follows: 


Assessed.— State tax, 7 $528 00 
County tax, 872 51 

Town tax, 3,000 00 
Percentage, 100 33 
Non-resident highway tax, 140 15 

School tax, 616 00 
School-nouse tax, District No. 5, 304 71 

< ay Patt ok. 201 -92 

Received. — On sale of State bonds, 3,483 67 
Savings Bank tax, 11 83 

Railroad tax, 130 09 

Literary fund, 25 20 

On Town notes, 3,000 00 
In the hands of the collector and treasurer of 1871, 1,233 O1 
Cash in the hands of the collector for 1870, 4 88 
Received interest on taxes, 13 75 
«Dog tax, 43 +00 
$13,709 05 


All of which has been committed to W. W. Hatch, collector and 
treasurer for the town. 


The Selectmen have given orders on the treasurer as follows: 


For payment of State tax, $528 00 
County tax, 872 51 

School orders, 683 00 

School-house tax, District No. 5, 304 71 

a a, Drala 201 92 

Notes and interest, 8,617 82 


—$$_$_$_— 


$11,207 96 
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PAUPER BILLS. 


Mary’P. Noyes and family, 
Joseph Whitaker and wife, 
Transient paupers, 

Executor of estate of I. B. Hovey, 


SNOW BILLS. 


Paid to W. W. Hatch. surveyor of 1871, 
Moses B. Stevens, 
George P. Dow, 
G. D. Conley, 
James H. Noyes, 
Alonzo Knight, 
Aibert Little, 

E. P. Hoitt, 

K. F. Noyes, 

A. B. Little, 

J. A. McNeil, 
J. Pettingill, jr.. 


Paid non-resident highway tax, 


ABATEMENT OF TAX3HS. 


Joseph Whitaker, tax 1870, 

Isaac Clark, tax 1871, 

Walter A. Knight, tax 1871, 

W. W. McConnihie, tax 1871, 

F. A. McConnihie, tax 1871, 

J. F. Noyes (taxed in Hampstead), 
Nehemiah Wise, 

James Pervere, 

Joseph Whitaker, 

Isaac Clark, 1872, 

Warren Clough, 1872, 

F. A. McConnihie, 1872, 

Joseph Whittaker, 1872, 

O. T. Emerson (Haverhill), 1872, 


$96 64 


100 21 
B15 
8 00 


$210 00 


3.10 


18 70. 
16 35 
10 00 
12 60 
9 25 
7 00 
35 80 
10 14 
32 15 
37 20 
8 00 


een 


$200 29 
$125 97 
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Mary Knight (over-taxed), 
Daniel C. Chase, + 
Oliver Taylor, ” 
Taylor & Goodhue, ‘ 
Charlotte Taylor, ‘ 


Paid 


Paid 


SUNDRIES. 


William R, Little, sheep damage, 

Alonzo Knight, fuel for town, 

W.F. & C. A. Knight, repairs, 

E. H. Safford, printing reports, 1871, 

John Dow, ringing bell, 

N. P. Greene, books and stationery, 

W. W. Hatch, for paying State and County 
taxes and copy of non-resident tax list, 

W. W. Hatch, stationery, 

A. B. Little, es 

James S. Conley, school tax of G. W. Conley 
and others, 

H. Dow, watering trough, 

C. B. Sargent, expenses to Concord and mak- 
ing guide posts, 


HIGHWAYS. 
James H. Noyes, surveyor, 1871, 
. E. P. Hoitt, ag 1872, 
G.. P. Dow,, Vy 
Joseph Grover, i a 


John Little, fencing Pope road, 
A. J. Hall, repairs on road, 

M. B. Stevens, surveyor, 

G. D. Conley, Ss 

Alonzo Knight ‘i 

J. A. McNeil, es 


20 00 


Co bd 
~] 
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9 43 


$108 38 
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Aaa a ‘Paid John Dow, Town Clerk, 
atone tes i) W. W. Hatch, Collector, 


ik W. W. Hatch, Treasurer, 
A. B. Little, Selectman, 
pas vw ona Sargent, ‘ 
* " x S. G. Chandler, “ 
Se! Mais Albert Noyes, School Com., 
! Enoch Little, Auditor 1871, 


eae COLLECTOR’S REPORT. 
| wie The Collector charges himself as follows: 
By taxes committed to him for collection 
aes He credits himself as follows: | f 
2 eae By State Receipts, _ 
County ‘* 
Prudential Com. of S. District No. 5, 
ae Mies School District No. 1, Committee on 
| ‘repairs, 


In hands of Collector, 
Paid to the Town Treasurer, 


Balance in Collector’s hands, 


- TREASURER’S’ REPORT. 


nae ale The Treasurer charges himself as follows: 
ark: ~ Received of the Collector, 4 
Pea at Taxes uncollected of 1870, 
a hy . Cash from Treasurer, 1871, 
i . For sale of State bonds, 
; - On Town notes, 
Ie rth State railroad tax, 
Rerun nue wan iy Aisin Savings Bank tax, : 
1 aM a ‘t Literary Fund, 

Ge eal Interest on taxes, 


| 


” 
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Cr. 
Paid ‘ninety orders drawn by the Selectmen, 
amounting to . $10,518 27 
non resident highway receipts, 26 89 


$10,545 16 


Balance in hands of Treasurer, $438 24 


W. W. HATCH, Treasurer. 


TOWN LIABILITIES. 


ae eee oe 


Due on Town notes, $9,804 57 
ASSETS. 
Balance in hands of collector of 1871, $200 00 
_ 4 Ariss ah yay 618 51 
e “« treasurer, Que 438 24 
Claims on United States, "1,300 00 
———-- 2,556 75 
Balance against the town, $7,247 82 
Amount of resident highway tax committed to sur- 
veyors, $664 06 
Also the amount of school money, 683 00 
$1,347 06 


No vouchers appear for expenditures. 


For the town, 
ALBERT NOYES, 
« ~ E. N. GREENOUGH, Auditors. 
WM. C. NOYES; 
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REPORT 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF ATKINSON, N. H. 


’ 


At the date of my official appointment the several schools in 
town were in session; the teachers having been examined by my 
predecessor. My first duty was to ascertain the standing of the 
schools, that I might be able to report respective progress. 


The loose way in which some of the registers have been kept, 
affords little assistance, and is an evil which can only be remedied 
by strictly enforcing the law on that point. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 


_ The length of this school was seventeen and one-half weeks — 
in two terms; taught by Miss Katie A. Peaslee. Considering the 
inexperience of the teacher, and a slight indisposition on the 


_ part of the parents, this school was all we could reasonably ex- 


pect, and if any disaffection exists, let the cause.be sought outside 


_ of the school-room, before indulging in any remarks derogatory 


to the teacher. 
DISTRICT No. 2. 


This district was fortunate in securing the services of an ex- 


. perienced and faithful teacher. Both terms of this school were 


taught by Miss H. Estelle Knowles, and the length of the terms 
respectively ten and twelve weeks. I find a remark in the teach- 
er’s register as follows: ‘“ Parents exhibit an interest, which adds 
very much to the interest of the pupils.” A remark well put and 
deserving. I cheerfully commend it to all who feel an interest in 


_ the cause of education. 


_ 
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YY SDISTRICBMUN GY 3. : 
This school was taught by Miss Josephine N praia 

eighteen and one-half weeks, in two terms. Miss B. he 
much experience in teaching, but results plainly indicz 4 
the wrong place had chosen her. Coldness and negleet on 
part of the parents was met by a acarres pondine don’t carism 
sulting in little good to either party. I transcribe a remark 
the register of this teacher, which is significant of mu 
might be said: ‘Eight weeks of this school have passed 
and it remains to be proved whether the time has been spen 
should be or not. If no improvement has been made, I d 
fee] responsible, as I have tried to discharge my duty. The 6). 
great lack of ambition and of self-reliance on the part 
scholars, which I trust may sometime be felt by them.” 


DISTRICT No. 4. 


This school was in charge of Miss Ella E. Websters! ) 
number of school weeks, twenty-four, in two terms. Wn my se 
eral visits to this school, more interest was noticed than I ha 
reason to expect. By consulting the register it will be seen th: 
the average number of scholars. during the first term was 
and three-fourths; costing two dollars per week, or forty cen 
day for each scholar. In a school so small as this, I was not 
pared to see so marked an improvement; for there could b 
rivalry. Suggestions BPP to this school are foun 
General Remarks. 


DISTRICT No, 5. 


The first term in this district was taught by Mics P Per is 
Poor. Length, eight weeks. Miss P. believed that ‘“ Order 
heaven’s first law,” and that certain initiatory steps | abi 
blissful abode may be taken on earth even in the period of 
It was due only to some families, that I was called int 

school to suppress that which might ended in meeting. 
teacher was well sustained by a large majority of parents an 
children, and should have been by all. Insubordination points to 
large state appropriations for the support of certain instituti ng 

which I forbear to mention. The second term of ten weeks, 
taught by Miss Jennie Mills. By some misunderstanding F fail 
to visit this school at its close; but from observations made at 
commencement, and the favorable sestimony of those intereste 
Jam inclined to report it as a quiet, profitable school. 


be. 
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REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS. ° 


Iti is lamentable that the amount of money expended for school 
murposea Should give so little in return. By consulting the regis- 
ters it will be seen that the whole number of scholars in town, 

between the ages of four and sixteen, might be convened in one 
room of moderate dimensions. While the distance in travel, 

might to some be a serious objection to consolidation, it is still a 
question worthy of consideration, whether it might not be wise 


4 and. practicable te reduce the number of our schools, even if we 
1 joa the number of our districts. What inconvenience could 


i st 
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/arise by uniting districts one and three for school purposes? No 
_ scholar would be peeled to travel ‘an additional distance of 
“mmore than a third of a mile, while the advantages might be 
double the amount of schooling, with an increase of interest 


"among parents and children. Also, districts two and four might 
unite by giving one family their proportion of school money to 


expend in an adjoining town, where they could be as well accom- 
modated as at present in their own district. There are many 
reasons aside from the lengthening of the schools, that might be 


urged in favor of sach unions. It'is a well established theory 


that mind acts on mind, and the more readily as they are brought 


_ into immediate contact. In other words, every act of our lives, 


whether it be good or evil, known or unknown, is contagious, and 
affects the community as they are in condition to be afiected 
thereby. Consequently «: congregation ef minds. and intellects 


_ gives us an aggregation of thought which pervades space and 
_inpregnates the: very atmosphere i in which we exist. Who that 
has not felt the strength and inspiration of the multitude? And 
; ee that has not been over whelmed by the weakness of the few? 


Allow me to anticipate one objection to a union of schools. It 


- will be urged that we gather in the bad, as well as the good, 
_ whose corrupting influences must weigh in the scales of “good 


and evil. I admit it; and what then? “Do we propose to show 


_ ourselves cowards by refusing to eat and drink with publicans 
and sinners for fear of contamination? The righteous we can’t 


help, simmers we may. Another reason for union is, that we 


, age secure the services of a good efficient male teacher, which 


is much needed at this time. We argue progress, and work 
_ against it. We believe in the resurrection, and Jabor for degra- 
dation. Noone can say in truth that our schools sustain the repu- 


_ tation of former days. Youth of ten years acknowledge no sn- 


rior in the maid of sixteen; and the tendency is, insubordina- 
tion. Puta master in our public schools, and you supercede the 
ices: of an infant class at our private schools of higher grade. 
I urge nothing against our private schools. God speed and. pros- 
& them. But let us spend our public money for the public good; 

y SO doing we give the strongest pledge in our power that 

igher schools shall be filled to the overflowing with scholars 

Paeost to sit in high places. 
Atkinson 2 
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